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AMERICA'S GIRLS

5 Young Women

   n n ou  e

 Y  4  n  e n me n  u  e   n e e o e  

   n  e n me n   o e  e   o  gene  

Y    ong e  o m

   n e  o  e  en  n  e n   ng memo

PLACE 
Central Texas. 

TIME 
e e en  

SET 
n m  n  e e  on e n  o  e ng

MUSIC 
The soundtrack of this play is a thoughtfully crafted mix CD made for someone special.  

A NOTE ABOUT THE SETTING 
The girls live in a residential treatment facility that houses youth who come from hard 
places, whether it be unsafe family situations or personal mental health struggles. This 
is not an orphanage, juvenile detention center, mental hospital, or rehab facility, but at 
times it feels like it could be all of these things combined into  ng e n u on



!   Rockwell // GIRLHOOD!
!

Boston Playwrights' Theatre // Rehearsal Draft (8/18/18)! 15!

     MERCY 
Wait, I’ll go with you. 
 
     CHARLIE 
Why? 
 
     MERCY 
I need to talk to Ms. Tanya. 
 
     AUDI 
You just talked to her for like three hours! Other people need to talk to her too. 
 
     MERCY 
Okay, you can go if you want. 
 
     AUDI 
Nah, I’m good. 
 
     MERCY 
Then don’t complain. 
 

AUDI 
Must be nice to have Ms. Tanya’s ear now that Amber’s gone. 
 
     MERCY 
Audi, seriously. If you want to talk to Ms. Tanya, go talk to Ms. Tanya.  

 
CHARLIE remembers. The present moment fades away 
when AMBER appears and enters the room. 

 
     AMBER 
He wants to be a house cat. You can tell he wasn’t meant to live outside. We can give 
him a good home. I’ll take care of him. I’ll feed him. Give him water. Let him sleep in 
my room, unless he can’t be in my room, then he’ll sleep on the couch, or chair, or… 
He’ll sleep somewhere. I’ll even clean his litter box. I know how to take care of animals. 
Want to see a picture of him? He’s so cute—all black with little white paws. His tail is 
kinked a little, cause he’s a badass cat like that. His name is Freddy Kruger because he’s 
got slasher claws…you know, like Freddy Kruger? I call him Grr for short. What do you 
say, Ms. Tanya? Can we give him a home? (Beat.) How was that?  
 
     CHARLIE 
To be honest, it’s a little long. Ms. Tanya is gonna cut you off. 
 
     AMBER 
What’s the point? No matter what I say Ms. Tanya is gonna say no to me. 
 
     CHARLIE 
Probably. 
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     AMBER 
What? No. You’re supposed to say, “No, Amber, no she’s not going to say no to you.”  
 
     CHARLIE 
So you want me to lie? 
 
     AMBER 
No, I want you to encourage me.  
 
     CHARLIE 
She’s not going to say no to you. 
 
     AMBER 
Yes, she is. 
 
     CHARLIE 
She is not, you’re her favorite. 
 
     AMBER 
What? No, I’m not. Ms. Tanya doesn’t play favorites. She likes us all equally. 
 
     CHARLIE 
That’s something only favorites would say. 
 
     AMBER 
Stop. 
 
     CHARLIE 
You’re gonna do just fine. 
 
     AMBER 
This is stupid. She’s never going to say yes. 
 
     CHARLIE 
We should sneak him inside! 
 
     AMBER 
No, then Ms. Tanya will have a reason to say no.  
 
     CHARLIE 
Not if she never finds out! 
 
     AMBER 
No, she will find out. We have to do this the right way and ask for permission.  
 
     CHARLIE 
Fine, but if she says no to you today then I’ll sneak him in tomorrow. 
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     AMBER 
Charlie, I’m serious. If we sneak him in and Ms. Tanya finds out, she’ll send Grr straight 
to the pound. And we both know that no one is going to adopt an old stray with a 
kinked up tail. I’m not trying to be dramatic, I swear, but he’s just so special to me and I 
don’t know what I’ll do the day Grr stops showing up for my leftover oatmeal. 
 
     CHARLIE 
Tell her that.  
 
     AMBER 
What? 
 
     CHARLIE 
Exactly what you just said to me.  
 
     AMBER 
About the oatmeal? 
 
     CHARLIE 
Yeah and about how special he is to you. Just speak from your heart. Make it humanly 
impossible for her to say no to you.  
 
     AMBER 
Okay. 
 
     CHARLIE 
You got this. 
 
     AMBER 
Okay, yeah! I got this. 
 
     CHARLIE 
I honestly don’t know how anyone could say no to you. 
 
     AMBER 
That was better encouragement. 
 
     CHARLIE 
I meant it. 
 
     AMBER 
I know you did. 
 
     CHARLIE 
You better cherish it.  
 
     AMBER 
I will. 
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     CHARLIE 
My dark heart only allows for one encouragement per day. 
 
     AMBER 
Oh my god, Charlie.  
 
     CHARLIE 
What? 
 
     AMBER 
You do not have a dark heart. 
 
     CHARLIE 
You say that now but the truth is I do.  
 
     AMBER 
You might have a bruised up heart but not a dark one.  
 
     CHARLIE 
You just haven’t seen the fullness of it yet. 
 
     AMBER 
Yes, I have. I see you. I see your light.  
 

Lights transition. 
 

  


